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BACHELOR/MASTER

Anyone who takes an interest in mobility must 
also face the issues of globalization and social 
change. Once far-flung parts of the world are 
growing closer together. English is increasingly  
used as the common language in business,  
and working together in commercial teams are  
people from widely varying backgrounds.  
Intercultural management is becoming the 
most important core competence. 

The area of design in particular is spearheading  
this trend. Designers have to understand 
consumers and other designers the world over 
in order to be able to come up with the right 
products. 

That is the aim with which we train our students. 

Whether it is the course itself, or an industrial 
internship, or project work with our partners 
around the world – we ensure that students 
get a chance to gather international experience 
before they graduate.

Dean, Professor Michael Goretzky
Dean of Academic Affairs TID, Professor Andrea Lipp
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Transportation Interior Design
Key facts about the degree programme



Aims of the Transportation  
Interior Design study programme

The demands on designers have undergone major change 
in the wake of globalization and the innovations in the 
design process – such as digital design and production as 
well as the acceleration of the designing and development 
process.

Social and technological developments require an exam-
ination of new concepts of mobility. The aim of this study 
programme is to communicate artistic, creative, innovative 
and technical abilities as well as conceptual and holistic 
approaches, to develop characters with not only the ability 
to carry out independent creative activity, but also have 
competencies in a variety of areas; who understand the 
language of engineering as well as that of management.

The differences between creative and commercial ideal 
require people with the ability to quickly see and understand 
the relevant context and who are therefore able to place 
concepts and ideas into the perspective of day-to-day 
events – or to develop concepts and ideas out of day-to-day 
events. It is about more than styling; students today must 
take an integrated approach to today’s understanding of 
mobility.

Social competence, language competence, an understanding 
of differing cultural identities and mentalities as well as 
the effects which the world-wide simultaneous availability 
of information via the internet has on the lifestyle and  
consumer habits of various customer and user groups – 
these abilities are vital to team members and team leaders 
alike.

Internationality – core competences 
and those of our partners

The study programme is part of a growing international 
network and works here with industry around the world, 
as well as with other institutions of higher education.

The Transportation Interior Design study programme was 
planned in coordination with industry and differs from other 
design courses above all in its focus on vehicle interiors. 
This focus is not only on the design of the inside of automo-
biles. The word “vehicle” in this programme is given a wide 
interpretation – incorporating automobiles, commercial 
and rail vehicles as well as planes and ships. 

Along with three-dimensional styling of the interior and 
its components, an important element of the training is 
the correct treatment and competent use of materials. 
Students learn not only techniques for the creative and 
well-founded form finding of instruments, car seats and 
the interior overall; they also learn how they can design 
them using textiles, plastics – or even high-tech materials 
up to interactive materials.

At Umeå Institute of Design, students have the opportunity 
to quickly explore their design ideas and bring them closer 
to reality with the help of such tools. Our Transportation 
Design Programme is unique in its scope of interest, 
dealing with the whole transportation design field in co-
operation with industry. Students are educated to have an 
open mind on both conceptual ideas and detailed realistic 
design solutions. 

The Politecnico di Milano provides extensive experience 
in the design field, with specific attention to the ability  
to define complex problems, stimulate creative solutions 
and imaginary scenarios. The laboratories and large 
equipment of the Politecnico di Milano (wind tunnel, 
Marine Research Laboratory, Polifactory, laboratories 
for the acquisition of images, etc.) allow the students to 
experiment with prototypes for design research. 

The Izmir University of Economics offers design experi-
mentation of complex elements, with particular attention 
to projects of transportation on water for both public and 
private uses. The program aims at students acquiring 
knowledge and skills and to take an active role in existing 
and future design and construction processes so as to 
develop local, regional and international opportunities in 
the maritime sector.

The four Universities will offer exchange experience for 
the students and ideas through team building activities 
and empowerment, particularly aimed at increasing the 
social skills and related to teamwork, which are essential 
to tackle complex problems.


